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Area Beef Conference 
The Area Beef Conference will be on Friday, December 7, 2018 from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at the WNC Regional Livestock 
Center. The topics that will be covered are; nutritional management of heifers, heifer development programs, castration 
management, baleage production tips, and hands-on demonstrations on how to build a mineral feeder. This free conference 

will be followed by a complementary dinner and the Waynesville Bull 
Test Sale. 

There will be mineral feeders available for purchase, if you are interested 
in one please call 828-649-2411 to reserve a mineral feeder. They are 
$65.00 and are made by the Rutherfordton County Cattle Alliance, the 
money from these feeders helps to fund their scholarship program for kids 
who are interested in agriculture.   

To RSVP for the Area Beef Conference please call or email Rebecca 
Bradley at 828-649-2411 or rebecca_bradley@ncsu.edu.  

39th Annual Waynesville Bull 
Test Sale 
Mark your calendars for the 39th Annual Waynesville Bull Test Sale 
on Friday December 7, 2018 beginning at 7:00pm. Located at the 
WNC Regional Livestock Center in Canton, North Carolina.  They 
will be selling 36 tested bulls that include 26 Angus, 2 Charolais, 5 
Hereford, and 3 Simmental and Simmental Angus crosses. All bulls 
will have a floor of $1,500.00 and will be moved to the sale site on 
December 6, 2018 for viewing.  

If you are interested in purchasing a bull please stop by the Madison 
County Extension office or email Rebecca Bradley at 
rebecca_bradley@ncsu.edu for a free catalog that includes the sale 
order, consignor index, and EPD’s (expected progeny difference).  
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Hay - Storage Methods 
Whether we bale our own hay or purchase hay, we are strategic, we want the best quality with minimum costs.  This hay 
season provided an extra challenge with the excessive amounts of rain.  Add in a broken part, along with everyday life and 
the word challenge may not be sufficient. We work tirelessly to provide winter feed for our animals and after the seemingly 
never ending hay season many stack their hay uncovered. 

It is widely understood that when a hay field is cut, then rained on, we lose nutrients and gain mold. Nutrients are not just lost 
when the hay is freshly cut, it can happen when the bales are stored as well. The chart below plainly shows the differences in 
the storage methods. Correct storage will increase profits by reducing the amount of bales needed.  The more nutrients that 
are in each bale, the less the cattle will consume.  When the hay turns into “straw” from improper storage, the cattle must 
consume more to maintain their nutritional 
requirements.  

Another factor to consider is your feeding 
method. If you feed round bales without a hay 
ring, the animals could waste over 50%, add in a 
generic hay ring and wastage drastically drops to 
about 14%. So this winter, help your cows and 
your wallet by covering your hay and adding in 
a hay ring.  

Cost of an Open Cow 
No calves on the ground means no potential 
sales and with the current market, open cattle are not an option. We all understand this and rely on live calves to keep our 
herds growing, but many of us take for granted that our cattle are pregnant. We expect the bull or the artificial insemination 
technician will do his job, and a majority of the time he can, but why not be sure? 
 
The best and simplest thing we can do is complete a pregnancy test. The cost of the test is $2.50 per cow, plus shipping which 
averages to be about $7.00.  The test should be done when she is thought to be 30 days bred through the simple method of tail 
bleeding. The total cost for testing 15 cows is $44.50 or about $3.00 per animal. At those prices, can you afford not to test 
your cattle when compared to the price of an open cow or heifer?  No matter if you are using a bull or artificially 
inseminating your cattle a pregnancy test is a must.
 
If you are interested in learning more about the test or how to tail bleed your cattle please call, email, or stop by the office. 

Highlights from Agriculture Day at 
Madison Middle School 
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Thanks to Dean Bishop 
and Buster Norton for 
bringing  the livestock 

Storage Method Nutrient Loss
Ground store with no cover 65%

Elevated on pallets with no cover 38%

Elevated on pallets and tarped 14%

Stored in a dry barn 4%
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Cattle Outlook 
Cattle prices are surprisingly average compared to years past. The market always decreases at this time of year when burger 
and steak season drop off from the summer and we move into the holidays where turkey and ham steal the show. Another 
element that effects the price is that the market gets flooded as the temperatures drop. Everyone has the same idea, sell the 
calves now that the grass is gone. There is an influx of cattle and a decrease in demand. If you want top dollar this may not be 
the time to sell, it’s all about supply and demand. This may however be the time to buy if you have stockpiled fescue, winter 
forages, or a large hay supply.   

I am a firm believer that the cattle market is changing. It is extremely difficult to make money in the cattle world the same 
way that we did thirty years ago. The market has changed and so must we.  

One way may be to utilize the numerous online cattle sales that auction calves, heifers, cows, and bulls that have been pre-
conditioned, have good genetics, and are easy to handle. This extra work in the beginning pays off at the end. Producers and 
packers have proved that they are willing to pay the 
extra money for animals that will thrive and survive 
either at their farm or in a feedlot environment. 

Another way is to transition from cow calf to feeding 
out steers or heifers.  There are farms that are 
actively looking for local farmers in western North 
Carolina to raise steers or heifers. They simply 
cannot feed out enough cattle to supply their 
demand. This income could be steady, when a target 
weight is reached the cattle are picked up, you 
receive payment and new cattle are brought in. The 
catch is this scenario may be that the other farm 
prefers the cattle to be raised a certain way, but do 
not allow this to deter you. We all want healthy, 
well-cared for cattle that will eventually become 
wholesome beef.  

No one can guarantee that any of us will turn a profit 
when live animals are the means of the income. We 
raise cattle because we enjoy it, not because we 
enjoy feeding calves when it is 15 degrees outside 
and blowing a gale. If you are interested in finding a niche in the cattle market and desire to develop a plan, need someone to 
be a sounding board, or just ask a general question please call or stop by the office. It is my passion to help producers raise 
superior cattle.  
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Fun Facts: 
The average age of the NC farmer is 59 years old. 
Cows have a memory of about three years. 
The average dairy cow produces 7 gallons of milk a day and 46,000 glasses of milk a year. 
Elevators in the Statue of Liberty use a soybean-based hydraulic fluid. 
The heaviest turkey ever  raised weighed 86 pounds, about the size of an average third-grader.  
NC grows 20% of the nation’s Christmas trees. 
The average dressing percentage for cattle is about 60%. 
Madison County has 23 NC Cattlemen’s Association members. 

If you wish to not receive this newsletter, please 
call our office at 828.649.2411 and ask to be 

removed. Thank you!  
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